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Editor’'s Welcome

A message from Harriet Roberts, Director of Communications

elcome to our second
edition of Wholehearted
- a digital resource from
the Communications team
at Chester Diocese, helping parishes
to talk openly about discipleship and
money, and to live and give generously.

Thank you to everyone who provided
feedback on our first edition.

We've published a selection of your
comments (page 23) and used your
insights to help shape this second
issue. Highlights include a feature

on Treasurer Support (page 24: You
Are Not Alone), as well as a thought
provoking piece on the hidden cost
of using Al. We were also especially
encouraged to hear from one church

member who watched the interview
with Jerry Marshall and completely
rethought their approach to giving.

Thanks to Revd Chris Blunt from
Stockport for his frank reflections on
ministry in a poorer parish (page 4),
and to Canon Mark Mitchell of the
Mitchell Group for sharing his money
journey (page 14).

We are often asked who the magazine
is for, and how it is being distributed.
The answer is that Wholehearted

is aimed at all disciples - not just
treasurers or those who manage

the financial aspects of church life,
including Parish Share.

After careful consideration, we decided
not to print and distribute copies at
this stage, as part of our commitment
to sensible stewardship and to
reducing costs, both financially and
environmentally.

Finally, congratulations to Digital Giving
Officer, Bessia Kanengoni on the birth
of her daughter, Eliana.

With every blessing,

Harriet Roberts
Editor
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ix months in, away from the

parish, and my phone rings.

It's the pub opposite the

church. “Homeless people are
performing sex acts on each other in
the church porch and are scaring my
customers away. Can you sort it out?”

“Err... no... call the police” | didn't say
back to him. Actually, that summer
the churchyard became a tent city.
Everyone feels safer in a free tent
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from the homeless hub over a place

in the local men’s hostel. Everyone
brings their antisocial behaviour with
them. Still, the urine damage to the
stonework should help us get a Faculty
to, one-day, glass-in the porch.

So | have local residents whispering
zero tolerance in one ear and my
Christian compassion in the other -
what would you do? | made friends
with “City Mark” who tells me through

chesterdiocese.org

his toothless grin that I'm all right and
then collapses in a drunken heap after
a good shout at God in the middle of
the chancel. Fortunately we have tiles
not carpets.

City Mark, when sober-ish, is a talker.
If anyone can get a message into this
community, he can. | tell them two
days to sort themselves out but after
that I'll assume unattended tents are
abandoned. | now have a working

agreement with the pub to use their
skip to clear away ‘flytipping’. They can
pitch up in the bit of churchyard that
no one can see (that the council kindly
fulfils their legal duty to maintain...

by rewilding). The system works well
except for the angry bloke whose
passport was left in his tent... but

to be fair | had warned him at least
three times - should | feel bad about
that? | haven't seen City Mark for

about six months now which means
he's probably well housed, well fed,
relatively sober and at his majesty’s
pleasure.

| can't tell you about ministry in general
in poorer parishes... just ministry in
this particular poorer parish... but I'm
sure there are transferable challenges.
When | arrived, | discovered a parish
that was a conglomeration of three
historic parishes - already a sign that

Diocese of Chester

=2 PR e A
things have not been going particularly
welll Within the three parishes there
are four buildings. Two are Grade
1 listed, both in need of millions
of pounds worth of repairs. The
other two are dilapidated church
halls that cost the parish far more
than they earn. Three of them have
congregations of between 10-15
people, mostly elderly, certainly no
children around. Each has a quite
distinct church tradition... so they don't




talk to each other unless absolutely
necessary. I'm not much good at the
wannabe Anglocatholic church but | try
my best.

The picture is generally of neglect.
Neglected buildings, neglected
congregations and neglected people.
Think more carefully than | did, any
would-be Rectors of a neglected
parishes! It's complex work and there’s
loads of warm words but not much
practical support around. The one

lay minister swiftly exits to another
parish when it appears | might be
making some changes. Retired clergy
assistance is hard to find - | mean,
who retires to urban deprivation?
Fortunately, our help is in the name

of the Lord, the Maker of heaven and
earth! Trite piousness aside, check out
what happened next...

The Diocese sent me a capable curate
- thanks, but not hugely miraculous...
except that | then met two recent
immigrants from Hong Kong. They
were clearly evangelists without a
church... and we were a church without
evangelists. They wanted help with
ministry to Cantonese speakers.
Without ever knowing this would

be a part of the deal, said curate (as
white British as me) speaks more
than passable Cantonese! There are
loads of immigrant Hong Kongers
here because it's cheaper than other
places, well connected... and the main
draw? We have a physical branch of
HSBC (Hong Kong Shanghai Banking
Corporation)! Over the next couple
of years they established a Cantonese
speaking congregation... I'll take that.
It seems to have God's fingerprints all
over it!

Parish Share supports ministry in a widely diverse range of communities across the whole of Chester Diocese.

While that has been going on we've
been running Alpha courses -
amazingly, plummy Nicky Gumbel goes
down really well - everyone thinks
that before he was a vicar he was a
barista. We're on our fourth course
now. The last one topped out at 40.
Most have joined the church. We now
have an eclectic mix, most of whom
have been Christian less than two
years. None of whom have any clue
about the workings of the Church of
England. People worshipping Jesus

is a beautiful thing, but | do just wish
we had more people bouncing up
telling me they have just read the
Church Representation Rules and want
to be a Churchwarden. With fewer
professional people, those that can...
get dumped upon and it's all too easy
to burn them out (I'm sorry to say we
have). It seems the Lord has provided
only the skills we need for today -
Sunday mornings in the main church
feel amazing - the bar singer, the music
professor and the play-anything-by-
ear guitarist make us sound like we
know what we're doing. A chef from
Shenzhen cooks lunch every Sunday
between English and Cantonese
services. There's beautiful, godly
chaos... every Sunday.

In amongst this godly chaos there

are both heartbreaking stories of
pastoral need (with loads of associated
safeguarding) and also powerful
experiences of miraculous healing,
reconciling and provision. I'm hardly
a card carrying Charismatic, but those
that are, happily comment that they've
never seen quite so powerful a work
of God as we have regularly come to
expect here.
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And while that's been going on we've
been rationalising! We've only stayed
afloat these last three years because
what was once a curate’s house was
sold. The depleted Anglo-Catholics
had a Sunday where there were 5 in
the choir and 5 in the congregation

in a church designed to seat 2,000...
and were slightly surprised, when they
came to me afterwards to suggest

we close down, that | bit their hands
off. “Oh, I'm sorry to hear that”, same
breath, “Yes, let's do it!” With no one
but me to hassle people, it's now two
years and counting and it still isn't
closed - I'm glad | advised the remnant
to just walk away and find other
churches rather than endure that. But
it's bled the parish dry as I've tried to
rent the building to other churches

to cover the astronomic insurance

and utility bills. But on the positive
side, soon that one will be closed

[and is due to be bought by a thriving
Coptic Church]; after a year's search,

a suitable tenant has been found to
run a nursery from the unused church
hall; and, the National Lottery have
come up with the goods to sort out
the main church building. Without
doubt, making these buildings work is a
miracle of God!

If this isn't enough, to plan for the
future of the estate church that is
slightly separated in one of the three
former parishes we decided to plant
a new afternoon church! A building
but no church planters... so | asked
around other local churches of every
stripe...and to my surprise (me of little
faith) they've come - I'm not sure what
will happen next... but now I'm just
expecting something miraculous!

Revd Chris Blunt

-, - -~

If you'd like to be interviewed about your ministry, or write about your own challenges and opportunities we'd
love to hear from you. Write to comms@chester.anglican.org
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Pentecost

Annika Greco Thompson from Stewardship
reflects on Pentecost and the spirit of giving

generously

aster is a huge event in

the church calendar for every

denomination of Christianity

around the world. Pentecost,
in comparison, is little more than a
date in the diary for most of us. But |
would argue that Pentecost is the ‘why’
behind Christmas, Lent and Easter.
It's what those holidays have been
leading up to: the ultimate gift of the
Holy Spirit present with us and actively
empowering us to walk as Jesus walked
and live as he lived - essentially, ‘on
earth as it is in heaven’ (Matthew 6:10).
Pentecost is just as much part of the
Gospel story as Jesus’ birth, death and
resurrection.

At Stewardship, we've wrapped up
our Lenten tradition of 40acts, a daily
observance of generosity aimed at
transforming our understanding, our
discipleship and our practice. Our
unofficial tagline is, ‘Instead of giving
something up for Lent, why not give
something away?’

Similarly, Jesus gave up His life on the
cross so that He could give away the
Holy Spirit to His Church. We are not
without the presence of the triune God;
indeed, his presence lives inside of

us now because of what happened at
Pentecost. That's mind blowing!

What

does

generosity have to
do with it?

From the very beginning, God has
consistently shown His generous
nature to creation. He formed the
Garden, then gave the dominion of it
to humankind, knowing we'd make a
royal mess of it. Then He sent His only
son, Jesus, to earth, knowing we would
crucify Him and make Him suffer

for our sins. But God did it anyway
and Jesus went willingly to the cross.
That's astounding generosity! But it
doesn't end there. Jesus is resurrected
and promises His followers that His
presence will never leave them, even
though his body would.

At a time when Jesus’ followers
must have been feeling profound
confusion, discouragement and fear,
another generous gift is poured out
and this time, it's permanent.

Our state of separation from God was
never permanent; God was always
going to send Jesus. Jesus’ time on
earth was never permanent; He was
always going to return to His Father in
heaven. But the gift of the Holy Spirit?

That is
permanent!

How now shall we then live?

The Holy Spirit enables us to be in
constant communion with the Father
and He enables us to walk in the same
power and authority as Jesus did during
his 33 years on earth. This carries
implications for how we think and act
as image-bearers and children of God.
The generosity of God, magnified by
the Holy Spirit, enables us to walk in
supernatural generosity to the world
around us. God has given us time,
talent and treasure to utilise as we go
about the ministry of reconciliation (2
Cor. 5:17-20), inviting an unbelieving
world into right relationship with God
and each other. We no longer need

to live as captives but as freed people
who can model renewed patterns of
relationship that produce flourishing in
times of limitation, abundance in times
of scarcity and peace in times of fear.
That is the Gospel of the Kingdom and
that is what God's amazing generosity
made possible at Pentecost.

Author bio: Annika Greco Thompson

Growth and Relationships Manager

Annika is a Swedish-American with a diverse vocational and geographical background.
She’s now married to a Brit and resides in Liverpool.

Annika joined Stewardship in 2023 and is passionate about helping Christians join
the dots between generosity, the Gospel of the Kingdom and our faith confession. In
addition to her work, she enjoys good food, reading, travelling and singing in a choir.
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Book
Review

A Talent for Giving
John Studzinski

must admit that, as | sat down to read A Talent for Giving, an
ungenerous thought crossed my mind: How is this multi-millionaire
going to speak into my context, to speak to me?

John Studzinski uses the parable of the talents as the grounding for his
book, stating that each of us has been entrusted with talent regardless of
wealth, location, or age. The book explores how we might use our God-
given talents to become entrepreneurial givers.

What exactly is an entrepreneurial giver? John Studzinski suggests there
are two kinds of giver: charitable givers and entrepreneurial givers.
Charitable giving is simply donating money to a cause and thinking no
more about it. Entrepreneurial giving, by contrast, involves investing our
talents in the cause itself; it means offering our resources and our time
and working actively towards the vision and mission of the charity.

So how does John Studzinski believe people can be encouraged to move
from charitable giving to entrepreneurial giving? Organisations must
communicate their vision clearly, celebrate the impact of their work, and
value and encourage those who give their time and gifts in service.

As | finished the book, | found myself agreeing with John Studzinski. We
want our churches to be filled with entrepreneurial givers — people who
have caught God's vision for our communities and are committing their
talents to building the Kingdom of God in this place.

Revd Danny Sedano
Priest-in-charge, St. Berteline’s & St. Christopher’s, Norton
Youth Work Co-Ordinator in Runcorn

Would you like us to send you a book to review?
Email comms@chester.anglcian.org
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ark Mitchell first came to faith at the age of 11, but it wasn’t until university
that he began to understand what Christian stewardship truly meant. As a
student in Leeds, he joined a lively Anglican church where the call to give
intentionally and sacrificially was part of everyday discipleship.

“Being asked to give 10% of my student grant felt like a huge sacrifice,” he recalls. “In
those days, it was the equivalent of a couple of Chinese takeaways a week and | love
Chinese food! But | started tithing then, and I've carried on ever since. And | believe
that God has honoured that.”

That theme of honour runs deeply through Mark's life. When he became High Sheriff
of Cheshire, his family was invited to choose a motto for their newly awarded coat of
arms. His sons, James and Eliot, suggested a verse that shaped their home life: “Those
who honour me, | will honour” (1 Samuel 2:30). For Mark and his wife, Anita this is the
foundation not only of giving, but of his understanding of discipleship.

“It's about more than money,” he says. “It's about culture and values, how we treat
people, how we make decisions about every aspect of our lives, and how we seek to
honour God in the everyday.”

One practical expression of this has been the decision not to open their Cheshire Oaks
car dealerships on Sundays. Another has been a longstanding commitment to give
away ten percent of the company’s profits, an act of collective stewardship that has
supported local, regional, and overseas projects through the Zoom Zoom Trust.

Mark's approach to generosity is rooted not in wealth or success, but in gratitude.

He speaks of God's faithfulness over the years, and of the joy found in giving both
personally and through the work of Mitchell Group. His story is a reminder that
discipleship and money are never separate topics. How we handle our resources
shapes the kind of people we are becoming. For Mark, tithing began as a ‘stretch’,
continued as an act of obedience, and has grown into a way of honouring God in every
sphere of life.

Canon Mark Mitchell is the Group
Managing Director of Mitchell Group
and a lifelong member of St Mary’'s Church, Upton.

What's your view on tithing?
Email comms@chester.anglican.org
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Freedom and Fullness
A Pentecost Perspective

By a Wirral CAP Debt Centre Manager, Jessica Parkhouse

often wonder about the atmosphere in that upper room

on the first Pentecost. The disciples were likely gathered

in fervent prayer, their minds racing with memories of

the miracles they'd witnessed. | imagine the air thick with
anticipation, and perhaps a flicker of uncertainty before the
‘mighty rushing wind’ of the Holy Spirit swept in to blast any
doubts away.

To witness those tongues of fire and hear the sudden
symphony of native languages must have been utterly
transformative. It was the moment the Church was ignited,
moving from a group scared out of their wits to a community
courageously spreading the Good News.

One Inseparable Gift

In my church’s work with Christians Against Poverty (CAP)

in the Wirral, my eyes have been opened to see a beautiful
parallel between the spiritual journey towards freedom and
the journey out of debt. I've heard of ‘spiritual freedom’ and
‘fullness of life’ being talked about as if they are separate
milestones; first we are set free, then we seek purpose or
God's abundance. But as | reflect on the Holy Spirit's arrival
at Pentecost, | see these are two sides of the same coin.
True freedom isn't just the absence of a burden, but found
through moving into a 'life to the full’ that Jesus promised
[John 10:10]. We aren't just freed from something; we are
freed for something.

Breaking Chains through Abundance

As a Debt Coach, I've had the privilege of visiting clients in
their homes and walking alongside them on a literal journey
toward freedom of debt. Most of the people our church team
first meet are at their lowest point, feeling incredibly isolated
and having lost hope under the crushing weight and worry of
debt; they simply haven't known where to turn.

The opportunities for our church to tangibly demonstrate
God’s love, care and peace, to them are endless. From the
moment someone agrees to work with our debt help team,
not only are we able to tell them there is a way out of their
debt; but we are able to pray for them, to listen to their
needs and worries, and to share the hope of the gospel with
them. What an exciting life it is when the Spirit of God moves
and we are transformed, but then we get to partner with
Him to see other lives transformed!

Empowered to Thrive

Our debt centre team has seen how freedom grows when a
client begins to step away from their debt into a new kind of
fullness: a fullness of faith. Freedom isn't just reaching a zero
debt balance; freedom flourishes when the Holy Spirit leads
into a life that is deeply liberating and vibrantly full.

Our church seeks to foster freedom for our clients through
building their confidence, through equipping them to avoid
future financial dependency and preserve their dignity. That's
one of the reasons we offer one-to-one money coaching. We
don't see it as just teaching people budgeting, but as helping
people build their future and reclaim the life God intended
for them.

A Pentecost Prayer

Ephesians 3:19 says, “May you experience the love of Christ,
though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be
made complete with all the fullness of life and power that
comes from God.” | know that God wants the people our
debt centre supports to have freedom, and so do we. But |
believe that He also wants them to experience the fullness
of life Jesus spoke about. So that's what I've been praying
for this Pentecost; I'm asking God for the very thing Jesus
declared He could give in John 10:10: “The thief comes only
to steal and kill and destroy. | have come that they may have
life, and have it in all its fullness.”

To learn more about CAP Debt Help and Money Coaching
in our Diocese, visit capuk.org. And discover how CAP
partners with churches capuk.org/get-involved.
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“Generos

A Tens

Financial Advisor Nick Robins
explores the delicate balance act of
sensible stewardship

he Christian approach to money
is not built on accumulation,
but on open-handedness. And
yet, within that calling sits a
real tension. We are called to give
generously, even sacrificially while
at the same time, also being told to
steward wisely, plan carefully, and
provide responsibly.

For many Christians, this raises an
uncomfortable question- how do we
balance generosity and prudence
without compromising either? Is one

%

)
]
t

meant to take priority, or are we called
to be faithful in both and if both, how
do we hold both together in a way that
reflects the fullness of God's character?
The Call to Generosity Scripture is clear
that generosity is not optional, it is
central to the Christian life. We are not
called to cling tightly to what we have,
but to hold it loosely.

In 2 Corinthians 9:7, we are told that
“God loves a cheerful giver.” What's
noticeable about this verse is that

it does not focus on the amount

given, but the posture of the heart. It
pushes us to ask a deeper and more
meaningful question: what kind of giver

nd Prudence
olding

am I?

Would God prefer someone who
gives away a large sum reluctantly, or
someone who gives a small amount
with joy? The answer seems obvious,
but it doesn't let those with greater
wealth off the hook. The point is not
that less is acceptable, but that giving
must flow from a heart aligned with
God, not from guilt, pressure, or
obligation.

Wealth is not something to be held
onto for its own sake, but something to
be used for eternal purposes. Giving,
then, is not loss; it's an investment in
what truly lasts: kingdom impact.

18
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It is important to remember that
Generosity takes many forms, such as
time, skills and resources.

It may be that in some seasons of life
you may not be in a position to give
financially, however, you may be able
to volunteer at Church on a Sunday.
Each form of generosity is serving the
kingdom

The Call to Prudence

At the same time, Scripture speaks just
as clearly about wisdom, planning, and
responsibility. “The plans of the diligent
lead surely to abundance” (Proverbs
21:5). Jesus Himself encourages
financial planning before taking action
(Luke 14:28). And in 1 Timothy 5:8, we
are told that providing for one's family
is not optional, it's a basic expression
of faith.

There's also a longer-term view woven
through Scripture. Proverbs 13:22
speaks of leaving an inheritance to
future generations. This suggests that
thinking ahead, saving, and building
responsibly are not signs of weak faith,
but of faithful stewardship. In this light,
budgeting, saving, and investing are
not purely financial decisions they are
reflective of our faith.

They highlight how seriously we take
the responsibility God has given us. A
helpful way to think about it is this:

+ Spending is investing in the present
+ Saving is investing in the future

+ Giving is investing in eternity Each
is valuable, but each needs diligent
thought in how it is approached.

Where the Tension Appears

The tension comes when these two
callings collide in real life. How much
should we give? When does saving
become hoarding? At what point does
generosity become irresponsible,
especially when others depend on us?
These aren't theoretical questions.
They show up in everyday decisions.
On one side, generosity can sometimes
feel uncomfortable, even costly.

On the other, prudence can quietly turn
into self-protection. It can become a
way of ‘you’ maintaining control, rather
than trusting God. Jesus’ parable of the
rich fool in Luke 12:16-21 captures this
tension well. The man builds bigger
barns to store his wealth, thinking he
has secured his future, yet God calls
him a fool.

The issue isn't that he planned ahead.
It's that his planning had no room

for God. He was ignorant of Gods
provision, and he became self-reliant
on his own future. Perhaps a helpful
way to picture this is to think in terms
of two barns. One represents provision
for your future and your family. The
other represents what you are building
for God's kingdom. The question isn't
whether to build barns but which one
is shaping your priorities. The difficulty
lies in recognising when ‘your barn’
becomes too big and takes priority.

Holding Both Together

Scripture doesn't resolve this tension
by removing one side. Instead, it

calls us to live faithfully within it. The
starting point is a shift in perspective:
from ‘mine’ to ‘God’s. What we have

is not ultimately ours, it has been
entrusted to us by God. From there,
generosity and prudence begin to
work together rather than against each
other.

Generosity keeps money from taking
hold of our hearts. Prudence ensures
we use money wisely over time.
Without generosity, prudence can
become self-reliance and greed creeps
in. Without prudence, generosity can
become short-sighted, and we can
neglect the wisdom around providing
for ourselves and our families. But
together, they form something more
complete.

A More Integrated Approach In
practice, this means approaching
money with both intention and
openness.

It may look like:

+ Setting aside a consistent proportion
of income for giving

+ Structuring finances to allow for
both present generosity and future
provision

« Making investment decisions that
align with long-term stewardship and
values When done well, prudence
doesn't restrict generosity; it
enhances it. A well-ordered financial
plan creates the capacity to give
more, not less, over time. Clarity
often leads to greater generosity,
because it removes fear and
uncertainty.

Living in the Tension

As a Christian financial planner, |
often help clients work through this
very tension. A good financial plan
doesn't eliminate it, it makes it visible.
It helps clarify what is needed for
future provision, and what can be

given toward God's purposes now and
in the future. The goal isn't perfection
or a fixed formula. It's faithfulness. In
many ways, this tension, when handled
well, is actually a gift. It keeps us from
drifting too far in either direction, away
from both carelessness and control.

It calls us into ongoing discernment: to
give freely, because everything we have
comes from God, and to plan wisely,
because everything we have is for God.
And in holding both together, we begin
to reflect something of His character—
a God who gives abundantly, and who
governs wisely.

Nick Morris is a Christian financial
planner at Trinitas Wealth
Management. With over a decade
of industry experience, Nick takes
a biblical approach to financial life
planning, viewing finance through
the lens of the Bible. As a faith-
driven individual, he integrates
Christian principles into wealth
management and specialises in
Christian investing—helping clients
steward their resources responsibly
and help them invest in line with
their Christian values.

Trinitas Wealth Management is

a trading style of Clarity Wealth
Management LLP, which is authorised
and regulated by the Financial Conduct
Authority (FCA Firm Reference Number
575252).

The information contained in this
article is for general information
purposes only and does not constitute
personal financial advice. Investments
should only be made following receipt
of regulated financial advice tailored
to your individual circumstances. The
value of investments can fall as well
as rise, and you may get back less
than the amount invested. Biblical or
faith-based investing reflects personal
ethical and religious convictions.

There is no single universally accepted
approach, and different investors

may reach different conclusions. Any
investment strategy must remain
suitable for the individual client’s
objectives, attitude to risk, and financial
circumstances.

Diocese of Chester
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Do you know the story in our gospels of Jesus’ encounter with the
rich man (or rich young ruler)? It can be found in found in Matthew 19,
Mark 10, and Luke 18. The man asks what he must do to inherit eternal
life, but when asked to sell his possessions to follow Jesus, he goes away
sad because he is very wealthy. Bishop Julie reflects.

can never quite work out what was going on in the heart of the young man as

he came to Jesus. Was he feeling confident - expecting to be publicly praised

because he obeyed all the commandments? Or did he come in a genuine state

of puzzlement, wondering why despite his piety he still felt dissatisfied and
anxious?

Whatever his motivation, he cannot have imagined the conversation would take the turn
that it did. Jesus told him,

‘Go and sell everything you have and give to the poor and you will have treasure in heaven.
Then come, follow me.’

Jesus looked into the young man’s soul and diagnosed that while to all appearances he was
doing all the right things, his possessions and riches were a real problem.

That the rich young man went away grieving, because he had many possessions, makes for a
sorry tale. But Jesus then ramps things up further by proceeding to say some disturbing things
about wealth - words that astounded and horrified his disciples and that still make me feel very
uncomfortable. For, let's face it, any of us living above the poverty line in Britain are, in a world
context, extremely rich and therefore when Jesus says “It is easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God,” | can't help but feel
that | have cause for concern.

It seems to me that our gospels really do reveal that God cares about what we do with our money.
First and foremost, because how we spend our money has a great impact on the welfare of our
neighbour. Notice that Jesus doesn't just tell the man simply to give his wealth away but rather tells
him to give it to the poor.

I also think that God cares about what we do with our resources because how we spend our money,
and indeed our time, has a great impact on our own welfare. | read once that this account of the
rich young man coming to Jesus could be understood as a healing. He came to Jesus because he
knew there was something wrong. He'd kept all the commandments and yet he still experienced a
certain dis-ease. So, Jesus' response - harsh though it sounds - was born out of love. He was moved
to compassion by the plight of a man trapped by wealth and possessions, just as he was by those
who begged him for physical healing.

Jesus knows that there are few things more important for us to do than to share what we have.
Each time we share with others we are blessed as much as the recipient of our care. Yet despite
this we all too often act like having more and more possessions or building larger bank balances
will make us happy. We live in a culture that bombards us with the seductive and false message
that money is the answer to our problems. This puts enormous pressure on us. It also distorts
our thinking and can dictate that we spend the whole of our lives chasing after something that is

ultimately unfulfilling and leaves us feeling empty, anxious and bewildered.

So, what can we do?

First, we need to learn to practise our faith in everyday life. To let it influence our household

budgeting, our employment decisions, how we spend any spare time that we have, how we
conduct our relationships with others, the purchases we make, the lifestyle we lead, the legacies
we leave. Stewardship of our money, our gifts and our talents isn't about giving to God what's
left over at the end of the week - it is about involving God in decisions about what we do with
everything we have.

And secondly, the rich man grieved because he could not part with his possessions. So often we
are fearful of depending on God and so, if we can, we shore ourselves up with secure income,
savings and possessions. | believe that we struggle with an imagination that is dominated by a

sense of scarcity instead of trusting in an amazingly generous God. If we could focus instead
on the blessings of God all around us, then perhaps we would feel more secure in God's love
for us and more certain of God's provision for us. So, regularly call to mind your blessings
and give thanks for them. Take time each day to name a blessing and give thanks in prayer.
The God for whom nothing is impossible has showered each of us with so many gifts, and
giving thanks for them can be a powerful way to live into God's abundance.

The story of the rich young man is both incredibly challenging and incredibly liberating - |
urge you to let it change your lives because then it will change our church and
our communities.

Bishop Julie
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Illustration of ‘Giving Generously" article by: Alison Solano,
story-teller Christian mission and Faith through digital art.

Alison’s creative interpretation; “Jesus points towards the abundance of
heaven, while the rich young ruler remains fixed on the few coins before him.
Bound by a chain of wealth, he struggles to see the greater treasure being
offered.

“A dark thread links Christ to the ruler's troubled heart, revealing Jesus’
compassion for the deeper longing beneath his possessions. The contrast
between the radiant sky and the shadows around the young man reflects the
choice between earthly security and the freedom found in God.”

www.alisonsolano.co.uk

Letters to the Editor

“l am incredibly
disappointed and
disheartened”

'm writing because I'd like to

express my disappointment at the

recent use of an image that was

Al generated in the recent digital
magazine, Wholehearted.

The image is of two chimps holding a
Mars bar whilst grinning, on an article
written by Bishop Mark Tanner.

I'm incredibly disappointed and
disheartened by the choice to use an
Al-generated image instead of either
paying an artist, using an image with
the correct copyright or using software
such as Canva to create the desired
image.

Generative Al is incredibly harmful

to the environment because of the
amount of electricity and water it

uses compared to regular search
engine requests, in some cases it is
estimated that generative Al uses 30
times more resources per query vs
search engines. (Sources: https://news.
mit.edu/2025/explained-generative-
ai-environmental-impact-0117 and
https://www.bera.ac.uk/blog/the-
environmental-ethics-of-generative-ai-
artificial-intelligence-or-real-ignorance)

Art created by generative Al is almost
exclusively created by scanning the
internet and stealing artwork from
real people, compiling them together
and then creating the image the user
has requested. In any other format
this process would require proper
crediting of the original creators,

or it would be considered theft and
plagiarism. Artists consider Al art theft.
(Sources: https://www.kpbs.org/news/
arts-culture/2025/08/13/online-artists-
take-on-ai-to-prevent-theft-of-their-
work and https://www.theguardian.
com/technology/2025/feb/10/mass-
theft-thousands-of-artists-call-for-ai-
art-auction-to-be-cancelled).

The lack of insight around generative
Al, particularly when the diocese of
Chester claims to be committed to
the wider Church of England Net Zero
plan, is incredibly disheartening. |
used to work in communications for a
parish, so it's particularly disappointing
to see that on a diocesan level there
were multiple points where the ball
was dropped. | hope that this is an
opportunity for the diocese to learn
and raise awareness about the harm
I've mentioned above, as well as other
dangers around generative Al.

PJ Grayson

Thanks, PJ, for raising these ethical

and environmental concerns. We have
reviewed our practices and we have
responded with an article to share your
points in this edition. Editor

“l thought it was really
good”

any thanks to all who
worked so hard to produce
this, much appreciated! ... |
thought it was really good,
both in terms of content and the way
you've explained things. | suppose
it's right to leave it up to individual
incumbents and treasurers whether
they send it out more widely, but
I would really hope it gets sent to
everyone in the church. One question
| did have, is this going to be a regular
monthly or quarterly magazine?

Just a thought for some future issue.
So many churches, PCCs and especially
treasurers are now struggling, both

in terms of the ever widening gap
between expenditure going up

with inflation and income going the
other way, or struggling with new
statements of recommended practice
coming out. Most PCC's especially in
the smaller churches don't have the
finance capability / experience around
the table to support their treasurer, it's
a lonely and thankless task at times.

But we are not alone... there are
others throughout the diocese who
can provide that moral support, eg
current or past treasurers, or simply
people out there who have all sorts of
God-given gifts from their working life
that can volunteer to support those in
smaller churches around the diocese.

It might be just a phone call or chat
to know there are others who can
empathise.”

Graham Moss

Thanks for your positive comments,
Graham. We are aiming to produce 4
digital magazines in 2026 to tie in with
the liturgical seasons of Lent, Pentecost,
Harvest and Christmas. We are piloting a
new support package for treasurers (see
page 24) Editor

“l reviewed my giving
immediately and intend
to do this regularly.”

just wanted to drop you a few

lines to share how much the Jerry

Marshall story and interview with

Bessia impacted on my attitude to
giving.
As a Christian and a PCC member
the importance of giving and legacy
giving has been something | have
considered several times over the
years, but Jerry's words struck a new
nerve. Am | giving enough or just
giving? How close was | to tithing -
giving 10% of my income - to the
churches and charities | support? The
honest answer is not close enough
and Jerry’s words of this being a “basic
essential” and that “real generosity”
begins beyond this, really cut deep. |
reviewed my giving immediately and
intend to do this regularly. I'm not yet
at the spreadsheet level described by
Jerry, or as generous as | would like
but | have increased my church giving
by over 500%. | split this across the
church I worship in and one that | feel
drawn to in a different part of Chester
Diocese.

So, thank you. | am sure this article
and the video will make many
Christians stop and review, are they
giving as generously as they can and
when did they last review their giving?
Let's keep talking and praying about
this.

Name Withheld

Please keep your feedback and
ideas coming by emailing
gomms@chester.anglican.org

Diocese of Chester
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Treasurers

You are not alone!

hester Diocese has always been at the forefront
when it comes to supporting volunteers who do
the important work of treasurers. Looking after the
parish finances can be a lonely and stressful job, Available outside of the provision of the Diocese, available
and we know that treasurers may sometimes feel unskilled through Data Development at a small additional cost.
and need support. That's why we're piloting a new support
service for parishes needing help, which is being provided by

Additional Services

* Online resources: a pack of template guides, policies and
other helpful documents will be made available later in

the team at Data Developments - the people who provide
: Y . 2026.
the MyFund Accounting and MyGiving software, which many
treasurers are already signed up to. « Bookkeeping service: for those who need regular or one-
q . off additional support with operational administration.
What's available to those who sign up
ira? « Gift Aid service, we also have this service available to
for the support Al churches who haven't claimed Gift Aid or GASDS and need
+ We're making MyFund Accounting and MyGiving software to be caught up or haven't got anybody able to complete
available to churches at a reduced cost of £60 per program this work and risk losing out of Gift Aid and GASDS.
per annum per church. For new users the first year's - . .
costs will be paid by the Diocese. This includes telephone * Independent Examination Service: available to those
technical support delivered during normal office hours and churches that are using Data Development accounting
email/ticket support. software
« For parishes new to the software, there will be support For enquiries about support services please email:
with onboarding, setting up nominal codes and resolving financedirector@chester.anglican.org

end of year errors in order to add the starting balances.

+ Full training courses on both packages - 2 days on My
Fund Accounting, 2 days on My Giving with an additional
% day on treasurer responsibilities. These will be spread
across the year with a focus on new treasurers in March/
April. Gift Aid and Tax in April/May and year end planning
in November.

* Access to the Treasurer Network Whatsapp Group for
updates and discussions. (This will be made available to all
parishes, whether or not they use the MyFund Accounting
platform.)

+ Emails with links to training and resources

+ Network meetings covering topics of general interest to
treasurers




Parish Share was vital in sustaining
ministry across the diocese in 2025

...supporting stipendiary ministry
413,887+ clergy hours offered, by 175 full-time and 38 part-time stipendiary clergy.
...training and other costs to sustain ministry more widely, including:
SSMs — 91 self-supporting ordained ministers (55 licensed, 36 PTO)
Licensed Lay Ministers — 285 (203 licensed, 82 PTO)
OWLs — 199 Occasional Worship Leaders

Spiritual Companions — 40

...and investing in future ministry
21 people training for ordained ministry17 people training to be licensed lay ministers
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